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JAPAN BRINGS SPACE CARGO BACK TO EARTH 2018411 H11HO=2—2
Researchers in Japan are celebrating a new milestone in space exploration. They say a capsule of crystals
from the International Space Station has splashed down in the Pacific Ocean and is the first time Japan has
successfully sent cargo back from space. Japan’s space agency JAXA designed the capsule to withstand tem-
peratures of up to 2,000 degrees Celsius. It left the space station on Thursday and reentered the atmosphere
on Sunday morning. The agency sent a ship to retrieve it. The capsule is bringing back crystallized proteins
from the space station for medical research. Researchers will now study the condition of the proteins. Until
now, Japan has relied on U.S. or Russian capsules to send cargo back to Earth. Today’s breakthrough could
be an important step towards Japanese manned space exploration.
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