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COURT: HULA DANCES CAN BE COPYRIGHTED 201849 H 21 HOD=a2—2

A Japanese court has banned a hula operator from using a Hawaiian instructor’s choreography without
permission. The judge also ruled that, in some cases, the moves can be copyrighted. A Hawaiian instructor
brought a lawsuit against a Japanese operator for using her choreography without asking. The operator
argued that hula cannot be copyrighted because its hand movements express song lyrics, like sign language.
A judge in Osaka disagreed, saying even if the hand movements are common, they can show originality. The
plaintiff welcomed the ruling. (Kapu Kinimaka-Alquiza / Plaintiff) ”I’'m so pleased and honored of the fact
that the judges took time to educate themselves in our hula to make such a great decision for us, kumu hula
from Hawaii.” Her lawyer added that the ruling could affect other forms of dance.
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