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The Japanese city of Osaka has been chosen to host the 2025 World Expo, and it’s the second time
the event will be held in the city. After voting by delegates of 156 member nations, Osaka won a
three-way race in two rounds at the Bureau International des Expositions in Paris on Friday.

(Ichiro Matsui / Osaka Governor) “Thank you all for your support. This is just the start. Let’s
hold a great expo that will surprise the world.”

Osaka won the largest number of votes, but fell short of the required two-thirds majority to win
outright. In the runoff, Osaka won 92 votes against 61 for Russia’s Ekaterinburg. The city of Baku
in Azerbaijan was eliminated in the first round. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said the decision would
be a big boost not just for Osaka but the whole country.
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